
 

 
 

 

 

 

Updated SEN information report in light of COVID-19, school closures and 

SEND provision 

  

Please note that this is based on information available on 30.03.20  

 

➢ What are children and young people with SEND’s entitlements while schools 

are partly closed? 

 

All schools have been ordered to effectively close, retaining a skeleton staff to provide 

education for the children of key workers, and ‘vulnerable children.’ Vulnerable children 

include those who have a social worker and those with an Education Health Care Plan (EHC 

plan). The majority of children with SEN, who receive SEN Support at school but do not have 

an EHC plan, would be expected to stay home unless they have a social worker or a 

parent/carer who is a key worker. 

 

➢ Do schools have to allow all children with EHC plans to attend? 

 

It will depend on whether they would be as safe or safer attending school rather staying 

home. 

 

For children with complex needs, Local Authorities and schools have carried out a risk 

assessment to determine whether “their needs can be as safely or more safely met in the 

educational environment”. 

 

Not all children with EHC plans will have ‘complex needs’ (and equally some children without 

EHC plans may have complex needs); whether or not a risk assessment was necessary 

should have been determined by the school and the LA. 

 

The guidance explains that: 

• Where a child or young person with an EHC plan will be safer at home, 

the DfE recommends they stay at home. 

• Where they will be as safe or safer at an education setting, the DfE recommends 

they attend the education setting. 

 

For children with EHC plans who do not fall into the ‘complex needs’ category, and for whom 

no formal risk assessment has been carried out, the current government position is that they 

should be “encouraged” to attend school. 

 

 

 

• What if I don’t want to send my child to school, for example because they have a 

weakened immune system? 



 

In accordance with the guidance on self-isolation, children with symptoms (or who live with 

anyone with symptoms) of COVID-19 should stay at home. 

➢ If you feel it would be too high risk to send your child to school because they, or 

someone else in your family, is at particularly high risk, there is no requirement to 

send your child in. 

➢ If you feel it would be too high risk to send your child to school because they, or 

someone else in your family, is at particularly high risk, there is no requirement to 

send your child in.  If a risk assessment is carried out by the LA this is likely to 

conclude that the child would be safer remaining at home. 

 

If your child is not within the category that requires a formal risk assessment by the LA, the 

guidance on implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings states 

that: 

➢ If they are classed as ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ (you will have been contacted 

by the NHS if this is the case) they should continue to ‘shield’ and should not attend 

school. (On current guidance, this remains the case until 1 August 2020.) 

➢ If they are classed as ‘clinically vulnerable’, parents should follow medical advice on 

whether or not they should attend school. 

➢ If the child lives with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, the guidance 

advises they only attend an education or childcare setting if stringent social 

distancing can be adhered to and the child is able to understand and follow those 

instructions. This may not be possible for very young children and older children with 

SEND; where it is not possible, they are not expected to attend school and should be 

supported to learn at home. 

➢ If the child lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable, the guidance says “they 

can attend their education or childcare setting”. 

 

Under the Coronavirus Act 2020, the Secretary of State has temporarily dis-applied the 

criminal penalty for parents failing to send their children to school for a specified period 

(currently 1 May – 31 July).  

 

• If my child has an EHC plan, doesn’t the LA have a legal duty to deliver that 

provision? 

The Coronavirus Act 2020 has temporarily amended the absolute duty to make the provision 

in an EHC plan (section 42 of the Children and Families Act 2014) to a ‘reasonable 

endeavours’ duty.  This means that during the specified period of notices made under the 

Act (currently 1 May - 31 July 2020) LAs need to do whatever they reasonably can to put 

provision in place, but if they cannot do so they would not necessarily be breaching the law.  

If there could be a risk to the child or young person’s health, wellbeing or safety if they do not 

receive a particular provision or intervention, raise this with the school and LA without delay.   

 

• What will happen about Annual reviews 

 

Under the Coronavirus Act, the requirement to carry out annual reviews may be temporarily 

dis-applied where this is considered to be ‘appropriate and proportionate.’ However currently 

schools will continue to hold annual reviews if at all possible. This will of course need to be 

carried out remotely and your school should speak to you first about how this will be 

managed to ensure that the contribution of parents and children/young people are at the 

heart of the process.   

 



If you feel there is an urgent need to amend the provision or placement in the child or young 

person’s EHC plan, speak to the school and the Local Authority about this to see what 

review mechanisms could be put in place.  

 

• My child is still attending school. How will my child’s learning be supported at 

school?   

It is important to note the school will not be providing a full curriculum, they will be providing 

care for the children and incorporating education provision and a range of activities, but this 

will NOT be fully in line with their EHC provision.   

 

• How can I support my child’s learning at home?     

Longfield staff are setting work on TEAMS – all pupils have been instructed on the use of 

this and shown how to access work. For some pupils this is not possible for them to access 

at home – these pupils are sent work packs appropriate for their year group and accessible 

to pupils with some parental guidance. 

If a child has an identified SEN (EHCP or SEN Support), the class teacher will take account 

of their needs when planning for and providing work to be completed at home.  

This may include:  

• Providing alternative work which is targeted at their level of need  

• Setting online learning resources appropriate to needs  

• Providing parents with suggestions to make tasks more practical in nature – staff are 

available to message via TEAMs or email to assist with this.  

Further advice: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-

young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-

resources 

https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/supporting-the-wellbeing-of-primary-pupils-

with-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send  

 

Throughout the lockdown period some pupils across the school will be contacted regularly to 

discuss any issues with a focus on the pupil welfare with an additional opportunity to discuss 

academic progress. Staff are available in school every day during the lockdown period if you 

have any concerns or queries and are not being contacted regularly. If in doubt of who to 

contact – in the first instance the Year leader is advised who will be able to direct the query 

appropriately. This is in addition to the scheduled consultation meetings for Year pupils 

scheduled after June 15th 2020. 

 

• Returning to school in September 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/supporting-the-wellbeing-of-primary-pupils-with-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send
https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/supporting-the-wellbeing-of-primary-pupils-with-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-send


 

Detailed plans for the return to school were sent to parents in July 2020. 

In addition a booklet was sent out to pupils that we felt would require further instruction about 

the procedures that would be in place for the September return. This booklet was explained 

in the whole school letter with instruction for any parents who felt that their child would 

benefit from this but had not received to email Jo Morton (SENCO) 

jmorton@longfield.swiftacadenies.org.uk for a copy be delivered. This booklet contained a 

questionnaire – the aim of this questionnaire is to gather more information about the pupils 

and to determine the level of extra support that may be required in September. 

All pupils are now expected to return in September and to adhere to the procedures and 

protocols in place. 

 

mailto:jmorton@longfield.swiftacadenies.org.uk

