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Head of School Message

The Options process is very important!  

For parents / carers, it provides you with an

opportunity to explore the interests of your 

children, remembering that your care and support 

allows them to be aspirational and strive to reach the 

pinnacle in their chosen areas. Encourage them to 

believe in themselves and provide them with some 

autonomy; this is a great chance to really 

discuss what their interests and plans are Post 16 

and into adult life.

As a pupil, the Options process can, for some, be a little bit daunting and confusing. 

There is no need to feel this way; think of it as the first chance to shape your future and feel 

confident in the knowledge that there is expert guidance all around. Yes, there are some 

compulsory subjects and some “either, or” choices but; as an adult you will have to make 

many free choices throughout your life and there will be times where you wish there had 

been a framework to help make the decision easier. 

Enjoy it for what it is now and what it prepares you for! 

Choose well and good luck! 

Mr N Lindsay

Head of School
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Longfield Learning Station

At Longfield Academy, our curriculum provides a broad, balanced and challenging curriculum that ignites 
pupils’ love of learning and successfully unlocks the true potential of each individual. Our timetable is a 
two-week timetable to maximise the broad and balanced curriculum we deliver.

Our curriculum encompasses the two hands: the academic hand and the welfare hand.

The academic hand offers an ambitious and aspirational knowledge development journey, allowing pupils 
to excel academically, to gain a range of high-quality qualifications when they leave school. The welfare 
hand allows the academic hand to flourish by supporting the 
personal development of each individual through the therapeutic 
programme and then the readiness to learn centre. Equally, the 
two hands blend together to support, secure and create 
happiness within each individual to allow personal success to 
enhance personal qualities, employability skills and cultural 
capital.

At Longfield Academy, we are aware that pupils realise their full 
potential through achieving excellent examination 
performances and secure outstanding development of their wider 
personal qualities through the We Are Longfield Curriculum.

We have designed a curriculum that allows the uniqueness of 
each individual subject to energise and educate our pupils whilst 
meeting their needs along the way; this is where the Longfield 
Learning Station structures and strengthens a whole school
consistent approach.

Why Longfield Learning Station?

As the beating heart of the North of Darlington, we are 
extremely proud of our heritage of being known for the first 
passenger railway to use steam trains. At Longfield, we wanted to 
highlight our history and this is where the name ‘Learning Station’ 
evolved from.

What is the Longfield Learning Station?

In short, it develops WHAT and HOW the pupils are learning.

Longfield Learning Station is the vehicle that drives a knowledge 
rich curriculum here at Longfield Academy. Each platform of the 
Learning Station energises the learning journey our pupils go on; 
from being educated on the uniqueness of every subject to
meeting individual need of developing writing structures. 
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Pupils will follow a curriculum covering 50
lessons over a fortnight. All pupils will 
complete the following lessons:

GCSE English Language / Literature (9 Lessons)
GCSE Mathematics (9 Lessons)
GCSE Combined Science (8 Lessons)
Core Physical Education (3 Lessons)
PSHCE / RE (1 lesson) Pupils will then opt for one of the following 

additional subjects which will cover 5 
lessons over the fortnight:

GCSE History
GCSE Geography

GCSE Spanish
GCSE Separate Sciences Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics (ideally pupils predicted 7+)

Overview of the Curriculum

Pupils then choose an additional 
three option subjects which comprise 
of 5 lessons each over the fortnight. 
This is detailed in the options form. 
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GCSE English Language - AQA

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Advocate
Speech and Language 
Therapist
Administration
Journalism

Curriculum

Year 10 and 11 pupils follow the AQA English Language specification. It is a non-tiered linear course, which 
means all pupils sit the same exam and are graded on the GCSE 1-9 scale.

The specification enables pupils of all abilities to develop the skills they need to read, understand and 
analyse a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century time periods as well as to 
write clearly, coherently and accurately – key skills needed to access higher education opportunities as well 
as future employment.

Assessment

At the end of Year 11, the examination takes the form of two equally
balanced papers each lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes; both are worth 50% 
of the overall qualification and within each paper, the assessment of 
reading and writing skills is equally weighted. The previously unseen 
reading sources on both papers act as stimulus for the writing tasks, 
providing pupils with a clear route through each paper.

In Paper 1, Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing, pupils analyse 
how writers use narrative and descriptive techniques to engage the 
interest of readers. In Section A, they are expected to respond to 
questions on a writer’s use of language and structure, as well as justifying 
their own opinions on the given text through an evaluation question. In 
Section B, they choose from two questions and produce their own 
narrative or descriptive piece.

In Paper 2, Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives, reading skills are further 
developed as pupils explore how different writers present a similar 
topic over time, in two non-fiction unseen texts. In Section A, the questions 
focus on language analysis and comparison skills. In Section B, as on 
Paper 1, writing skills are assessed however, Paper 2 requires pupils to 
produce a non-fiction piece of their own which expresses a clear and 
developed point of view – e.g. a letter, newspaper article or speech.

Spoken Language Component

The aim of this assessment is to allow pupils to demonstrate their 
speaking and listening skills by:

• Giving a prepared spoken presentation in a formal context and on a 
       specific topic
• Responding appropriately to questions by engaging in a discussion about 
       their chosen topic
• Using spoken Standard English
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GCSE English Literature  - AQA

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Curriculum

All Year 10 and 11 pupils follow the AQA English Literature specification, alongside English Language. It is a 
non-tiered linear course, which means all pupils sit the same exam and are graded on the GCSE 1-9 scale.
The specification enables pupils of all abilities to develop the skills they need to read, understand and 
analyse a range of challenging literature texts from across time periods and to explore the contexts within 
which these pieces were written - as well as to produce clear, coherent and accurate critical essays. Key 
skills needed to access higher education opportunities are developed and we aim to inspire an appreciation 
of wider reading and great works of literature.

Assessment

At the end of Year 11, the examination takes the form of two papers; Paper 1 lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes 
and Paper 2, 2 hours 15 minutes. The specification takes a skills-based approach that is consistent 
across text genres. This means the marking criteria is the same across both papers and all sections, so 
pupils are tested on the same skills throughout.

For Paper 1, Shakespeare and the 19TH Century Novel, pupils study Macbeth and A Christmas Carol; 
exploring characters, themes, the writers’ concerns and the historical contexts within which each was 
written. At the end of Year 11, pupils are assessed in a “closed book” exam (books cannot be taken into 
the exam itself) and through the use of one extract-based question on each text, pupils are expected to 
respond on both the extract and the wider text – selecting key quotes and analysing these in the context of 
the writers’ key ideas. 

For Paper 2, Modern Texts and Poetry, pupils study An Inspector Calls, a collection of “Power and Conflict” 
poems as well as preparing for the “Unseen Poetry” element of the course. Again, the key focus is the 
exploration of characters and themes in line with the writers’ concerns and the historical contexts within 
which pieces were written. At the end of Year 11, as with Paper 1, assessment is based on a closed book 
exam. Section A requires pupils to write an essay on An Inspector Calls. Sections B (Power and Conflict 
poems) and C (unseen poems), assess pupils’ abilities to select key quotes, analyse these in the context of 
the writers’ key ideas and to compare.

Potential Careers 
Publisher
Author
Actor
Archivist
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GCSE Mathematics - Edexcel

Curriculum

As one of the core subjects, all pupils follow courses in Mathematics throughout the school, according to 
individual ability.

They follow a GCSE Linear course, which is assessed by three final examinations (with no coursework) at the 
end of Year 11. This is split into two tiers of entry; Higher (Grades 9 – 4) and Foundation (Grades 5 – 1). 

The Maths course at Years 10 and 11, builds on the mastery of key mathematical concepts acquired at Years 
7 to 9. 

The GCSE course is then taught with the same principles of teaching for understanding in all strands of 
Number, Ratio and Proportion, Algebra, Shape and Space and Statistics. There is a high focus on problem 
solving, reasoning and communicating mathematics to ensure that pupils develop the skills they need to 
apply to the final examination questions.

Assessment

Edexcel GCSE Mathematics (9-1) is assessed in the following way:
Examination 100% (no coursework)

There are 2 tiers for GCSE Mathematics with the following grades available:
Higher (Grades available: 9 to 5)
Foundation (Grades available: 5 to 1)

Pupils start their GCSE course in Year 10 following the Edexcel linear specification.

The GCSE requires pupils to develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts, including:

• Number
• Algebra
• Geometry
• Measures
• Statistics
• Probability

Use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between mathematical concepts and apply 
the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and real-life situations.

Throughout KS4, pupils follow a flightpath designed to their own individual needs and to ensure all pupils 
achieve their full potential. This culminates in the entry for either the Higher or Foundation GCSE 
examination at the end of Year 11.

Level 3 
Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Accountant
Teacher
Engineer
Forces
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Combined Science - AQA

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Course
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers
Chemist
Paramedic
Animal Care
Forensics

Curriculum

Science is a compulsory core subject and is studied by all pupils at GCSE. It allows pupils to understand the 
world around them and opens opportunities to a wide range of courses and careers post-16. 

Pupils will study the AQA Combined Science (Trilogy) course, which leads to pupils achieving two full GCSE 
grades. The course covers elements of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and is examined through six terminal 
exam papers taken at the end of Year 11. 

Topics covered include: 

Biology: Cells, Organisation, Ecology and Bioenergetics 
Chemistry: Periodic Table, Organic Chemistry, Quantitative Chemistry and Using Resources 
Physics: Forces, Energy, Waves and Particle Model 

As well as the key knowledge, pupils will also develop their scientific investigation skills and will carry out a 
range of practical activities linked to the curriculum. Numeracy and Literacy skills are also important 
elements of the course and pupils will regularly develop and assess these skills throughout the course. 

Some pupils may choose to expand their science studies by opting for Triple Science. Further information 
on this course is available later in this booklet. 

Assessment

AQA Combined Science (Trilogy) is assessed in the following way:

100% Examination (6 papers completed in the summer of Year 11)

There are two tiers of entry for GCSE Combined Science with the following grades available:

Higher (Grades 9 to 5)
Foundation (Grades 5 to 1)
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Additional Timetabled Lessons

Careers

PSHCE has three core themes (Health and 
Wellbeing, Relationships, and Living in the 
Wider World) our Programme of Study 
provides Longfield with a framework for
creating a programme which matches our 
pupils’ needs. It covers the breadth of PSHE 
from relationships and sex education (RSE) and 
health, to economic wellbeing and careers. For 
RE to be studied to GCSE, you must opt in for 
it. 

Longfield Academy is fully committed in helping all pupils 
achieve their academic potential and fulfil their 
aspirations. Careers Education is embraced by all subjects 
with all departments developing exciting new activities 
and opportunities to ignite pupils’ thoughts and 
imagination. It is deemed that all ‘good teachers are 
Careers teachers’ and we all have a collective responsibility 
to help pupils achieve their dreams. Longfield is currently 
working towards achieving the 8 Gatsby Benchmarks.

Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in career 
drop down days, enterprise activities, engage in employer 
encounters, visit post 16 providers and participate in field 
trips.  In Year 10, pupils will complete a one-week work 
experience placement in a job of their choice.

PHSE/RE

Physical Education - Core

Pupils participate in three hours per fortnight 
during Key Stage 4. The curriculum is broad 
and balanced offering a variety of different 
disciplines and experiences developing a 
range of skills, fitness components and
attributes that will benefit them post 16. 
There is an extensive extracurricular offer in 
school, which is complemented with external 
competition and internal competition.
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Options
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GCSE History - Edexcel

Level 3 Qualifications

Potential Careers

Curriculum

This is an exciting and engaging course that will provide pupils with the opportunity to gain a broad 
understanding of History. It will enable pupils to investigate past societies, people, events, changes and 
issues and to assess the use of a variety of evidence from documents to videos and museums. It will teach 
pupils to present findings and opinions with clarity and confidence whilst stimulating their general interest 
in studying other past societies.

Assessment

Paper 1: Medicine in Britain 1250-present day & The Surgery & Treatment on the Western Front (AO1, AO2 
& AO3)
Paper 2: The American West c1835-c1895 & Anglo-Saxon & Norman England c1060-c1087 (AO1 & AO2)
Paper 3: Weimar & Nazi Germany 1918-1939 (AO1, AO2, AO3 & AO4)

Pupils are assessed on the following:

AO1: Demonstrating their knowledge and understanding of the periods studied (worth 35%)
AO2: Analysis of second-order concepts e.g. causation, consequence, change, continuity & significance 
(worth 35%)
AO3: Analysis and evaluation of contemporary sources (worth 15%)
AO4: Analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations (worth 15%)

This subject is highly rewarding to pupils. Vital skills such as analysis, research, discussion, selecting and 
deploying evidence will be improved through the study of this course. The ability to read and study in 
depth is necessary for success in this subject. Pupils who opt for GCSE History will find this course both 
challenging and enjoyable.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Anthropologist
Librarian
Lawyer
Research Analyst
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Level 3 Qualifications

Potential Careers

GCSE Geography - AQA

Curriculum

Why study Geography? There has never been a more important or indeed, a more relevant time to study 
Geography. The subject allows you to develop your curiosity and apply this to current affairs and wider 
social contexts. With growing interest in issues such as climate change, migration, environmental 
degradation and social cohesion, Geography is one of the most relevant courses you could choose to study. 
Geography affords the opportunity to make positive global contributions to society and have spatial 
awareness of the world in which you live. 

Geography is a dynamic subject which is continuously evolving as society changes and will promote 
curiosity within you. Whatever your passion for the world, whether it is with physical landscapes, current 
affairs or concerns about inequality, Geography will provide you with the knowledge and transferable skills 
which will reward you personally and advance you professionally. 

As Geographers develop a vast array of transferable skills, they are highly employable across a range of 
different careers. These include town planning, residential surveyor, secondary school teacher, 
sustainability consultant, international aid/development worker, engineer and many more.

Assessment

Geography is assessed in the following way:

Paper One:  Living with the Physical Environment. This unit comprises Physical Landscapes in the UK, the 
Challenge of Natural Hazards, and the Living World. This exam contributes to 35% of final marks and the 
length of the exam is 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Paper Two: Challenges in the Human Environment. This unit comprises Changing Economic World, Urban 
Issues and Challenges, and the Challenge of Resource Management. This exam contributes to 35% of final 
marks and the length of the exam is 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Paper Three: Geographical Applications. This unit comprises the Issue Evaluation and Fieldwork. This exam 
contributes to 30% of final grade and the length of the exam is 1 hour 15 minutes. 
Fieldwork: As part of paper three, pupils will be given the opportunity to partake in fieldwork and will visit 
both human and physical landscapes. During these educational visits, pupils will need to explore the two 
contrasting locations and apply Geographical skills.

Level 3
Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational 
Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential 
Careers 
Urban 
Development
Environmental 
management
Land Surveyor
Teacher
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GCSE Spanish - AQA

Curriculum

The GCSE Spanish courses have been developed to enable pupils to communicate effectively using a foreign 
language and develop a greater awareness of another culture.  There is a focus on using all four language 
skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) in realistic situations.  Pupils also develop key language 
learning skills which will allow them to pursue other languages much more easily in the future as well as 
enhancing their grammatical awareness in English.  A GCSE Language can be an excellent addition to a CV 
and several careers; according to the DfE it is one of the key skills that make young people more 
employable.  

Assessment

Pupils will be assessed on the following four skill areas:

A listening exam at the end of Year 11 (worth 25%)
A reading exam at the end of Year 11 (worth 25%)
A speaking exam at the end of Year 11 (worth 25%)
A writing exam at the end of Year 11 (worth 25%)

Theme 1 – Identity and Culture:
This theme begins looking at relationships with friends and family in the modern world, before exploring 
our everyday use of modern technology and their benefits and dangers as well as the use and overuse 
of mobile technology in our day-to-day lives. The course then delves into the topic of free time, tackling 
various grammatical tenses and rules before finishing the theme looking at customs and festivals of Spanish 
speaking countries.  

Theme 2 – Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest:
Theme 2 looks at discussing your local area, describing homes and looking at the benefits and drawbacks 
of living in the countryside, teaching pupils to compare and contrast in a foreign language. In keeping with 
the current world events, theme 2 explores social issues such as Health and Charity Work in tandem with 
global issues such as Homelessness and Helping Others, and the Environment. The theme finishes off on a 
lighter note with the pupils studying the world of Tourism and Travel using the past tense.

Theme 3 – Current and Future Studies and Employment
The final GCSE theme looks at life in school and college, discussing the good and bad of certain school 
aspects and using modal verbs before moving on to the world of work, including job applications in the 
target language and the benefits of studying at university. At the end of the GCSE Spanish course, pupils are 
assessed on four key skills: reading, listening, writing and speaking. Each exam is equally weighted at 25%. 

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Translator
Hospitality
Foreign Affairs
Travel and Tourism
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GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics – AQA 
(Triple Science)

Curriculum

Triple Science is an optional course which builds and expands on the science being studied by all pupils as a 
compulsory subject. This is a pathway for pupils who have a keen interest in Science and are likely to carry 
on one or more of the subject areas post-16. Ideally, pupils studying this course will be targeted a grade 7 
or above for Science. 

Pupils will study the AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses, which lead to three separate GCSE 
grades. These courses are all examined through six terminal exam papers taken at the end of Year 11. 
Topics covered include: 

Biology: Cells, Organisation, Ecology and Bioenergetics 
Chemistry: Periodic Table, Organic Chemistry, Quantitative Chemistry and Using Resources 
Physics: Forces, Energy, Waves, Space and Particle Model 

As well as the key knowledge, pupils will also develop their scientific investigation skills and will carry out a 
range of practical activities linked to the curriculum. Numeracy and Literacy skills are also important 
elements and pupils will regularly develop and assess these skills throughout the course. 

Assessment

AQA Triple Science is assessed in the following way:

100% Examination (6 papers completed in the summer of Year 11)

Pupils will gain separate grades for each of the subject areas, leading to a total of three discrete grades.

There are two tiers of entry for GCSE Triple Science with the following grades available:

Higher (Grades 9 to 5)
Foundation (Grades 5 to 1)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Course
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers
Doctor
Dentist
Pilot
Pharmacist
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GCSE Physical Education - AQA 

Curriculum

Pupils who have opted for GCSE PE will have 5 additional lessons of PE over the fortnight. These lessons will 
be predominantly theory-based however, practical lessons will be introduced where appropriate. Pupils will 
attain their practical marks during their core PE lessons.

Theory and practical lessons are taught in mixed classes. The Scheme of Work incorporates assessment 
opportunities which use the GCSE grading criteria. Pupils may also be asked to attend some extracurricular 
activities for example, Rock Climbing.

The syllabus is divided into 7 topics, each with its own assessment. The topics studied are as follows:

• Anatomy
• Physiology
• Physical Training
• Movement Analysis
• Sports Psychology
• Socio-Cultural Influences
• Health, Fitness and Well-being

The PE department is becoming well-resourced to support pupils with their theoretical understanding and 
pupils are encouraged to expand their sporting knowledge through various forms of media. Pupils opting 
for this course should ideally be performing in their main sport at club level, outside of school, and be able 
to perform at a high level across at least 3 activities (1 must be a team and 1 must be an individual). 

Assessment

The department follows the AQA specification which assesses pupils on both practical ability and 
theoretical knowledge. 40% of the course is a practical controlled assessment and pupils are assessed in 
one individual sport, one team sport and a third from either an individual or team sport. If pupils are to 
achieve their true potential in their chosen area, it is expected that pupils will be working on these areas 
outside of school hours by attending clubs, training sessions and extracurricular clubs. 10% of a pupil’s 
grade is achieved by completing a Performance Analysis Assessment; a controlled assessment based on 
practical analysis. At the end of Year 11, pupils sit two external exams for the theory element of the course 
which represents 60% of the overall GCSE grade.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Physiotherapist
Teacher
Fitness instructor
Forces
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OCR Cambridge National in Sports Studies

Curriculum

Pupils who have opted for Sports Studies will have 5 additional lessons of PE over the fortnight. These 
lessons will be split into theory and practical lessons, usually a 3/2 split however, this may vary throughout 
the course dependant on the classes needs. Pupils will attain some of their practical marks during their core 
PE lessons.

Theory and practical lessons are taught in mixed classes. The Scheme of Work incorporates assessment
opportunities which use the Sports Studies grading criteria. Pupils may also be asked to attend some 
extracurricular activities, for example Rock Climbing.

Assessment

The department follows the OCR Cambridge National specification which assesses pupils on four units of 
work these consist of the following:

RO51 Contemporary Issues in Sport: An external unit - assessed through an exam.

RO52 Practical Sport: Pupils are assessed on practical performance in one team, one individual, role of the 
official, and a written piece of work on performance analysis.

RO53 Sports Leadership: Four tasks - looking at roles associated with leadership, planning and leading a 
sports session, and evaluating its effectiveness.

RO53 Sport and the Media: Five written tasks - investigating how sport is portrayed in the media.

The first unit is an externally examined unit and worth 25% of the overall grade; the following 3 units are 
worth 25% each and are coursework based. The overall grade is calculated on a points scheme based on 
the total over all 4 units.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Course
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers
Journalist
Sport Development
Sports Coach
Sports Official
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OCR Cambridge National in Sports Science

Curriculum

Pupils who have opted for Sports Science will have 5 additional lessons of PE over the fortnight. These 
lessons will be split into theory and practical lessons, usually a 3/2 split however this may vary throughout 
the course dependant on the classes needs. 

Theory and practical lessons are taught in mixed classes. The Scheme of Work incorporates assessment 
opportunities which use the Sports Science grading criteria. 

Assessment

The department follows the OCR Cambridge National specification which assesses pupils on four units of 
work these consist of the following:

R041 Sports Injuries: An external exam - focussing on differing sports injuries, their causes and treatment.

R042 Applying Principles of Training: This unit includes 4 pieces of written coursework linked to designing, 
completing and evaluating a training programme.

R045 Nutrition in Sport: This unit includes 4 pieces of written coursework linked to diet analysis and how 
to plan a diet to improve an athlete’s performance.

R046 Sport Technology: This unit includes 4 pieces of written coursework linked to technology in sport and 
the advantages / disadvantages of them.

The first unit is an externally examined unit and is worth 25% of the overall grade; the following 3 units are 
worth 25% each and are coursework based. The overall grade is calculated on a points scheme based on 
the total over all 4 units.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Physiotherapist
Nutritionist
Technology Engineer
Fitness Instructor
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Technical Award in Performing Arts: Dance – AQA

Curriculum

Pupils who have opted for Dance will have 5 lessons over the fortnight. These lessons will be split into 
theory and practical lessons, usually a 3/2 split however, this may vary throughout the course dependant 
on the unit being covered.

Dance comprises of 3 units; each unit has its own Scheme of Work. Schemes of Work have differentiated 
learning objectives that link to the AQA Technical Award in the Performing Arts specification.

Throughout the course, there will be opportunities for pupils to be involved in workshops such as Special 
Effects Make Up, practical workshops with practitioners and events such as Longfield Live and Darlington 
Dance Festival.

Assessment

The department follows the AQA Technical Award in Performing Arts which assesses pupils over three units 
of work; these consist of the following:

Unit 1: Unlocking Creativity: Pupils take on 2 roles – one is dance, the other is a production role of their 
choice. Pupils are assessed via a Pitch Presentation, Practical Extracts and a Portfolio of Evidence (worth 
25% of final grade)

Unit 2: Performance and Production – Pupils are assessed by putting on a show and producing a Logbook 
of Evidence (worth 25% of final grade)

Unit 3: The Performing Arts Experience – This is an externally assessed written exam (worth 50% of final 
grade)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Production
Make up designer
Lighting Engineer
Performer
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GCSE Religious Education - AQA

Curriculum

The GCSE in Religious Education covers two of the major world faiths and four contemporary ethical 
themes, ensuring the pupils have a diverse choice of intriguing subjects to explore.

Pupils will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to 
develop their own attitudes towards religious issues.

Pupils will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. 
They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas, leadership 
and research skills. All these skills will help prepare them for further study.

The topics in each paper are:

Paper 1 - Religion (Christian beliefs and practices & Islamic beliefs and practices)
Paper 2 - Themes (Families & Relationships, Religion & Life, Crime & Punishment and Peace & Conflict)

100% of a pupil’s grade is determined by these exams.

Assessment

Pupils will study AQA Specification B

Paper 1 – Religion (Christianity and Islam) 

Paper 2 – Themes (Relationships, Life, Crime and War) 

All of your grade is determined in these exams.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Teacher
Lecturer
Human Relations
Politics
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BTEC First Award in Music - Pearson

Curriculum 

This course is designed for pupils with a passion and interest in music. Pupils must be prepared to sing or 
perform using an instrument as part of their assessment. There is an exam component and three additional 
units concentrating on performance, composing, sequencing and the music industry.

Assessment

Mandatory Units

Unit 1 The Music Industry: This unit provides an overview of the music industry. It covers the fundamental 
knowledge and understanding of the industry, organisations and the roles and responsibilities of those that 
work within them, as well as the variety of musical activity.

Unit 2 Managing a Music Product: Pupils are required to plan, develop and deliver a music product, by
undertaking basic business planning activities, research and marketing, as well as the promotion and 
running of an event or launch of a product.

Optional Units

 The five internally assessed optional units are:

• Unit 3 Introducing Live Sound
• Unit 4 Introducing Music Composition
• Unit 5 Introducing Music Performance
• Unit 6 Introducing Music Recording
• Unit 7 Introducing Music Sequencing 

Optional units enable pupils to develop an appreciation of two of the music industry’s subsectors, creating 
or performing music and the management of musical events. Pupils learn the fundamentals behind the
creative, technical or performance elements of the music industry, extending and challenging their
innovative abilities, knowledge or musicality.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Sound Engineer
Performer
Stage Manager
Radio presenter
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GCSE Design and Technology - AQA

Curriculum

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare pupils to participate confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world. Pupils will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and 
Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and 
practical expertise. This GCSE allows pupils to study core technical and designing and making principles, 
including a broad range of design processes, materials, techniques, and equipment. They will also have the 
opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth.

Assessment

• 2 hour written exam (worth 50% of a pupils GCSE grade)
• Non-exam assessment (NEA) - comprising of approximately 30–35 hours (worth 50% of a pupils GCSE 

grade)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Architect 
Joiner
Builder
Brick layer
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Engineering – VCERT Level 1/2

Curriculum

This qualification is designed for learners with an interest in engineering. It will provide learners with 
experience of using different tools and materials to enable them to use these within further education or 
apprenticeships. It will give them a basic understanding of what engineering may involve. 

This qualification is appropriate for learners who are looking to develop a significant core of knowledge and 
understanding in engineering and apply that knowledge through a project.

This qualification aims to:

• Focus on an applied study of the engineering industry sector
• Offer breadth and depth of study, incorporating a significant core of knowledge and theoretical content 

with broad-ranging applicability
• Provide opportunities to acquire a number of practical and technical skills

The objectives of this qualification are to help learners to:

• Understand how drawing is applied in engineering
• Understand and use appropriate tools and equipment
• Understand and use appropriate materials

Throughout the delivery of this qualification, the 
following core areas and transferable skills should be 
evident:

• Communication
• Problem-solving skills
• Fault-finding skills
• Interpreting information
• Research skills
• Teamwork
• Planning
• Health and safety

Assessment

Unit 1: Externally assessed written examination (worth 
40% of grade)

Unit 2: Internally assessed synoptic project (worth 60% 
of grade)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Mechanic
Civil Engineer
Design Engineer
Aerospace Engineer
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GCSE Art, Craft and Design - AQA

Curriculum

Pupils should produce practical and critical / contextual work in one or more areas including drawing and 
painting, mixed media, sculpture, land art, installation, printmaking, lens-based and/or light-based media: 
film, television, animation, video and photography. Pupils are required to submit a substantial portfolio of 
coursework including evidence of research and practical outcomes. Fine Art can lead to jobs such as: 
Illustrator, Teacher, Art Therapist, Museum Curator, Exhibition Designer or Community Artist.

Pupils must explore and create work associated with areas of study from at least two titles listed below.

Fine Art: for example, drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, lens-/light-based media, photography and 
the moving image, printmaking, mixed media, and land art.

Graphic Communication: for example, communication graphics, design for print, advertising and 
branding, illustration, package design, typography, interactive design, (including web, app, and game), 
multi-media, motion graphics, signage, and exhibition graphics.

Textile Design: for example, art textiles, fashion design and illustration, costume design, constructed 
textiles, printed, and dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched and/or embellished textiles, soft 
furnishings and/or textiles for interiors, digital textiles, and installed textiles.

Three-dimensional Design: for example, architectural design, sculpture, ceramics, product design, 
jewellery and body adornment, interior design, environmental/landscape garden design, exhibition design, 
three-dimensional digital design and designs for theatre, film, and television.

Photography: for example, portraiture, location photography, studio photography, experimental 
imagery, installation, documentary photography, photojournalism, moving image: film, video and 
animation, fashion photography.

Assessment

Pupils are assessed over two components:

Component One: Pupils will produce a coursework-based portfolio of work (worth 60% of grade)
Component Two: Pupils respond to a starting point from an external set assignment (worth 40% of grade)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Interior Designer
Fashion
Marketing
Landscaper
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GCSE Graphics - AQA

Curriculum

Pupils should produce practical and critical / contextual work in one or more areas including illustration, 
advertising, packaging design, design for print, communication graphics, computer graphics, 
multimedia, web design, lens-based and/or light-based media: film, animation, video, and photography. 
Pupils are required to submit a substantial portfolio of coursework including evidence of research and 
practical outcomes. Graphics can lead to jobs in Illustration, Album Design, Magazine Editing, Fashion, 
Comic Books, Animation, Set Design, or Infographic Design.

Graphic communication is defined as the process of designing primarily visual material to convey 
information, ideas, meaning and emotions in response to a given or self-defined brief.

Pupils are required to work in one or more areas of graphic communication, such as those listed below:

• Communication Graphics
• Design for Print
• Advertising and Branding
• Illustration
• Package Design
• Typography
• Interactive Design (including web, app and game)
• Multi-media
• Motion Graphics
• Signage
• Exhibition Graphics

They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas.

Assessment

Pupils are assessed over two components:

Component One: Pupils will produce a coursework-based portfolio of work
(worth 60% of grade)

Component Two: Pupils respond to a starting point from an external set
assignment (worth 40% of grade)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Web Designer
Marketing
Illustrator
Animation
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GCSE Photography - AQA

Curriculum

Pupils should produce practical and critical / contextual work in one or more areas including theme-based 
photography (portrait, landscape, still-life, and reportage), documentary photography, photo- journalism, 
narrative photography, experimental imagery, photographic installation, new media practice, video, 
television, and film.

Photography is defined as the practice of producing images using light-sensitive materials such as 
photographic film, or digital methods of development and production to create static or moving images.
Pupils are required to work in one or more areas of photography, such as those listed below:

• Portraiture
• Location Photography
• Studio Photography
• Experimental Imagery
• Installation
• Documentary Photography
• Photojournalism
• Moving image: film, video, and animation
• Fashion Photography

They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas.

Pupils are required to submit a substantial portfolio of coursework including evidence of research and 
practical outcomes. Photography can lead to jobs in: Photojournalism, Film and TV, Art Photography, 
Forensic Photography, Documentary Photography, Animation, Sport Photography or Teaching.

Assessment

Pupils are assessed over two components:

Component One: Pupils will produce a coursework-based portfolio of work (worth 60% of grade)
Component Two: Pupils respond to a starting point from an external set assignment (worth 40% of grade)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Photographer
Advertising
Media
Film Producer
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Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering - Eduqas

Curriculum

This course has been designed to develop pupil knowledge and understanding of a range of hospitality 
and catering providers; how they operate and their strategies for success. There is the opportunity to learn 
about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect successful hospitality and catering 
operations. In this qualification, pupils will also have the opportunity to develop food preparation and cook-
ing skills as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and time management, 
planning, and communication.

The Eduqas Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering has been designed to support pupils 
who want to learn about the Hospitality and Catering sector and the potential it can offer them for their 
careers or further study. 

Assessment

The course is made up of two mandatory units:

Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering Industry: This unit looks at the Hospitality and Catering Industry, 
focusing on learning the different types of providers, legislation, food safety and the roles and 
responsibilities within the sector - this unit is externally assessed.

Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action: This unit looks at Hospitality and Catering in Action, developing 
learners’ practical skills for planning, preparing, cooking, and presenting nutritional dishes to meet client 
needs – this unit is internally assessed.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Catering
Chef
Waitress
Hospitality
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OCR Cambridge National in Creative iMedia

Curriculum

This course is designed to develop the pupils understanding of iMedia and the production stages of 
different types of iMedia documents. 

Assessment

Pupils will complete four units, each weighing 25% of the total qualification. There is one written 
examination and three controlled assessment units: 

R081: Pre-production Skills (mandatory written exam) 
On completion of this unit, pupils will understand the purpose and uses of a range of pre-production
techniques. They will be able to plan pre-production of a creative digital media product to a client brief and 
will understand how to review pre-production documents. 

R082: Creating Digital Graphics (mandatory controlled assessment unit)
On completion of this unit, pupils will understand the purpose and properties of digital graphics and know 
where and how they are used. They will be able to plan the creation of digital graphics, create new digital 
graphics using a range of editing techniques and review a completed graphic against a specific brief.

R085: Creating Multipage Websites (controlled assessment unit)
On completion of this unit, pupils will understand the purpose and properties of a multipage website, be 
able to plan and create a multipage website to a client’s requirements and review it, identifying areas for 
improvement.

R087: Creating Interactive Multimedia Products (controlled assessment unit)
On completion of this unit, pupils will understand the purpose and properties of interactive multimedia 
products, be able to plan and create an interactive multimedia product to a client’s requirements and 
review it, identifying areas for improvement.

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Website Designer
Graphic Designer
Animation
Marketing
Media Production
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OCR Cambridge National in Enterprising and Marketing (Business)

Curriculum

Enterprise and Marketing (OCR Nationals Exam Board)

This qualification is for pupils aged 14-16 who wish to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in 
Enterprise and Marketing. It is designed with both practical and theoretical elements, which will prepare 
pupils for further study of qualifications in Enterprise, Marketing or Business. 

Pupils will study three mandatory topics: 

Enterprise and Marketing Concepts 

Pupils will develop essential knowledge and understanding of Enterprise and Marketing concepts. They will 
understand the main activities required to support a start-up business, and what key factors need to be 
considered when starting up a business. 

Design a Business Proposal 

Pupils will develop the skills to design a business proposal to meet a specific business challenge. They will 
identify a customer profile for a specific product, complete market research to generate product design 
ideas as well as use financial calculations to propose a pricing strategy and determine the viability of their 
product proposal. 

Market and Pitch a Business Proposal 

Pupils will develop the skills to create a brand identity and 
promotional plan for their specific business product proposal 
(developed in the second topic). They will develop pitching skills 
in order to present their business proposal to an external 
audience. Finally, they will review their pitching skills and 
business proposal using their learning self-assessment and 
through feedback gathered. 

Assessment

Unit 1: Enterprise and Marketing Concepts - 1hr 30 minutes, 
written examination (worth 50%) 

Unit 2: Design a Business Proposal - Assignment set in school 
which includes practical tasks (worth 25%) 

Unit 3: Market and Pitch a Business Proposal - Assignment set 
in school which includes practical tasks (worth 25%)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Web Designer
Marketing
Illustrator
Animation
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BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism - Pearson

Curriculum

This course provides an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world of Travel and Tourism, giving 
pupils the opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning environment. Pupils 
will explore some of the key areas within the sector, including Accommodation, Tourism Development and 
Promotion, Transport and Visitor Attractions. 

They will investigate the importance of the Travel and Tourism sector to the UK, investigating the different 
types of customer and different UK destinations. Pupils will also have the opportunity to study 
International Travel and Tourism and will develop key skills, such as research, report drafting and writing 
skills, and project management.

Assessment

The mandatory units in this qualification are:

Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector 
Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism Destinations 
Unit 3: The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience

Pupils will then complete one of the optional units which include:

Unit 4: International Travel and Tourism Destinations
Unit 5: Factors affecting worldwide Travel and Tourism 

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Holiday Rep
Travel Agent
Leisure Services
Local Heritage
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OCR Cambridge National in Health and Social Care

Curriculum

Cambridge Nationals in Health and Social Care will equip learners with sound specialist knowledge and 
skills for everyday use. All pupils will be challenged by introducing them to demanding material and skills; 
encouraging independence and creativity; providing tasks that engage with the most taxing aspects of the 
National Curriculum, including Values of Care and the current legislation requirements and the importance 
of softer skills, such as communication skills to ensure an individual’s right to independence and dignity. 

Pupils will learn about a wide variety of health care settings developing a knowledge for the legalities and 
professionals involved in the delivery of care from birth to the elderly.

Assessment

The course consists of the following four units:

R021 Essential Values of Care for Use with Individuals in Care Settings: Written paper OCR set and 
marked, 1 hour – 60 marks (worth 25%)

R022 Communicating and Working with Individuals in Health, Social Care and Early Years Settings: Centre 
assessed tasks OCR moderated. Assignment set in school which includes practical tasks (worth 25%)

R027: Creative Activities to Support Individuals in Health, Social Care and Early Years Settings: Centre 
assessed tasks OCR moderated. Assignment set in school which includes practical tasks (worth 25%)

R031: Using Basic First Aid Procedures: Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated. Assignment set in school 
which includes practical tasks (worth 25%)

Level 3 Qualifications
A Levels
T Levels
Vocational Courses
Apprenticeships
Traineeships

Potential Careers 
Nurse
Social Care
Nursery Nurse
Paramedic
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Staffing List

Staff Title

Mrs L Laver

Miss L Rowlandson

Mr K Thompson

Ms R Hope

Mr S Rawle

Mr A Brown

Miss H Frater

Mrs S Glover

Mr N Trenholm

Mr D Rich

Miss Z Jeffries

Miss L Foster

Mrs K Crawford

Mr M Payton

Mrs S Mason

Head of English

Head of Maths

Assistant Headteacher - Head of Geography

Head of History

Assistant Headteacher - Head of Modern Foreign Languages

Head of R.E

Head of Health & Social Care

Head of Science

Head of Music

Engineering / Design Technology

Head of Food / Hospitality and Catering

Head of Business Studies / Travel & Tourism

Head of ICT / iMedia

Head of Art / Graphics / Photography

Head of PE / Sports Studies / Sports Science / Performing Arts
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