22 September 2021
Dear Parent / Carer,
Re: Homework (0017-21HMO)
Pupil progress can be defined as ‘knowing more and remembering more’.
Our aim is to make sure that the homework we set for pupils is
meaningful, improves their outcomes and contributes to them
becoming lifelong learners.
Upskilling your child on the use of retrieval strategies will not only
strengthen and deepen their memory regarding the knowledge rich
curriculum they receive, it will free up space for cognitive
development to occur. These are the basic strategies that become
second nature and therefore new knowledge can be processed.
Homework will follow the format of our six retrieval strategies that
are embedded at Longfield (an outline of these can be found
below).
‘You forget 40% of what you have just been taught within the first day, and 90% within
a month’. Ebbinghaus’s ‘Forgetting Curve’ 1885.
Take a look at the date of the above source… 1885!
In education, retrieval has been a successful strategy for a long period of time and we want to
ensure our pupils benefit from the Science of Learning. To put it clearly; use it or you lose it!
Why Retrieval Strategies at Longfield Academy?
•

To create a culture of independent learners with a drive to succeed

•

Ensure pupils have the tools to develop and strengthen their memory

•

Pupils have a consistent approach to learning, to free up cognitive memory for further
knowledge

•

Develop resilience and ensure our pupils have the foundations and strategies to thrive
in their future

What are the six Retrieval Strategies we have introduced?

1. Thinking Maps
We have chosen to train our staff and pupils in using the eight Thinking
Maps developed by the American academic David Hyerle. These
Thinking Maps act as ‘visual organisers’ and are a consistent and
effective way of pupils organising their thinking about any issue, in any
curriculum area.

Each of the eight maps relate to a different thinking process as outlined below:
Circle Map – Defining in Context – Putting down, on the page, the information that you
already know (or think you know) about the subject.
Bubble Map – Describing with Adjectives – Identifying the adjectives that best describe the
different aspects of the subject you are thinking about.
Double Bubble Map – Comparing and Contrasting – Considering the similarities and
differences between two people, places, events, etc that you wish to compare.
Flow Map – Sequencing and Ordering – Organising a series of ideas into the right or best
sequence and understanding how they link together.
Multi Flow Map – Causes and Effects – Used to identify the different factors that might cause
something to happen and the range of possible effects of this.
Tree Map – Classifying and Grouping – A range of people, places, events, etc are organised
into different groups depending on the way they relate to one another.
Brace Map – For Analysing Whole Objects and Parts – One whole object is taken and is
then broken down into the different parts that go together to make it.
Bridge Map – For Seeing Analogies – Used to make a bridge between different ideas and
help pupils make connections between their learning in different areas.

2. Flashcards
A flashcard is a card bearing information on both sides. It is intended to
be used as an aid in memorisation. Flashcards are often used to
memorise vocabulary, historical dates, formulas or any subject matter that
can be learned via a question-and-answer format. The best technique to
use flashcards is the Leitner system, this is explained in the video link
below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ

3. Knowledge Organiser
Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and essential
knowledge that pupils need to know about a unit of work or a curriculum
subject. They should be no more than one side of A4 with all the
information broken down into easily digestible chunks. The single side of
A4 is important in order to focus the minds of the pupils creating them so
they only include what’s absolutely crucial.

4. White boards

The use of whiteboards in the classroom allows pupils to actively engage
with material, receive instant feedback on current learning and to recall
knowledge quickly and routinely.

5. Jigsaw
A Jigsaw retrieval strategy is used to ensure pupils can strengthen links
between the knowledge they learn in each lesson; the jigsaw is built up
over several lessons of a subject. Pupils can use the jigsaw to formulate
extended pieces of writing and develop formulated arguments. Pupils
can make their own jigsaw by linking different topics based on their
learning journeys and exam questions.

6. Quizzes
Quizzes are a useful retrieval strategy. They allow instant feedback
and intervention to tackle misconceptions easily. Quizzes encourage
pupils to become more autonomous and resilient in their learning and
the instant marks can tackle knowledge gaps. If using “quizzing” at
home, ensure the order of questions are altered.

How will homework compliment your child’s curriculum?

Teachers plan
knowledge rich lessons.

Teachers use retrieval
strategies as formative
assessment to identify
gaps in knowledge.

Pupils retrieve
knowledge and apply it
to homework strategy.

Pupils learn new
knowledge during
lessons.

Teachers plan and set
meaningful homework
and choose appropriate
retrieval strategy.

How will homework be set?
KS4 Homework
• Core subjects (English, Maths and Science) will be set weekly
• All other subjects will be set fortnightly
KS3 Homework
• Core subjects (English, Maths and Science) will be set weekly
• Other subject’s half termly
•
What could your child’s homework potentially look like?

The use of retr

Want your child to go ‘Above and Beyond?’
In the pupil knowledge planners’ there are ‘Read More,
Watch More’ lists for each subject.
We want your child to be inspired by the challenging
curriculum we deliver at Longfield. This will allow success
to feed into their time outside of school, therefore the
Above and Beyond scheme is a voluntary process to
encourage further retrieval.

Pupils simply need to:
1. Read or Watch something from the subject pages in their own time
2.
3. Create one of the retrieval strategies to show the knowledge they have gained
4. Bring it into the main hall at break time to get their planner stamped.
Stamps equal prizes!
I am sure you understand the importance of supporting your child to ensure they are organised
and complete their homework. Have a look at your child’s Knowledge Planner, this will help
you to continue supporting your child in the broadening of their curriculum.

Yours faithfully,

Miss H Moohan
Assistant Headteacher

Homework KS3
It is the policy of Longfield to set homework tasks in all subjects. In September the Homework Timetable for
each year will be updated to reflect the new changes. Each pupil in Years 7 – 11 is issued with a Longfield
Planner which should be checked and signed by a parent each weekend. Tutors will inspect planners every
week and any general concerns regarding homework will be brought to the tutor’s attention.

Year 7 Homework Timetable

Week
A

Monday

B

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

English
(All Sets)
English
(All Sets)

Science
(All sets)
Science
(All sets)

Maths
(All sets)
Maths
(All sets)

Friday

All other subjects will set a piece of homework each half term

Year 8 Homework Timetable

Week
A
B

Monday

Tuesday

Science
(All sets)
Science
(All sets)

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

English
(All sets)

Maths
(All sets)
Maths
(All sets)

English
(All sets)

All other subjects will set a piece of homework each half term

Year 9 Homework Timetable

Week
A
B

Monday

Tuesday

Science
(All sets)
Science
(All sets)

Maths
(All sets)
Maths
(All sets)

Wednesday

Thursday
English
(All sets)
English
(All sets)

All other subjects will set a piece of homework each half term

Friday

Homework Timetable Year 10 and 11
In Years 10 and 11 homework provides the pupils with the opportunity to build upon their prior learning in
lessons and prepare themselves fully for their examinations. Homework that is set will achieve the following
objectives:
1. It will consolidate your child’s learning from the lesson(s) that they have attended so that they are
ready to succeed in the next lessons
2. It will extend and deepen your child’s understanding of a specific topic or skill so that they become
more proficient
3. It will challenge your child’s thinking and encourage them to study the subject/ practice the skill
further
4. Not all subjects arrange their homework in the same way, one size doesn’t fit all! A timetable has
been issued setting out precisely when homework is to be set in English, Mathematics, Science and
the Option Subjects.

Year 10: Week A
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Option B

Option A

English

Maths

Science

Year 10: Week B
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Option D

English

Option C

Science

Maths

Year 11: Week A
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Science

Option A

Option D

Maths

English

Year 11: Week B
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Option B

Science

English

Maths

Option C

Option Subjects Year 10 and 11
Y10
Option Subjects A:
Design and Technology, Engineering, History, Health and Social Care, I Media, Music, Photography,
R.E., Spanish
Option Subjects B:
Art, Business Studies, Engineering, Food, Geography, History, Health and Social Care, Photography,
Sports Science
Option Subjects C:
Dance, Geography, History, Health and Social Care, R.E., Sports Studies, Spanish, Travel and Tourism,
Triple Science, Duke of Edinburgh
Option Subjects D:
Business Studies, Design and Technology, Food, Geography, Graphics, History, Health and Social
Care, GCSE PE, Sports Studies
Y11
Option Subjects A:
Design and Technology, Geography, History, Photography, R.E., Spanish, Travel and Tourism, Duke of
Edinburgh Award
Option Subjects B:
Business Studies, Engineering, Food, Geography, History, Health and Social Care, I Media,
Photography, Sports Studies, Spanish, Sports Science
Option Subjects C:
Design and Technology, Engineering, Geography, History, Health and Social Care, I Media, Music,
R.E., Sports Studies, Triple Science
Option Subjects D:
Art, Engineering, Food, Geography, Graphics, History, Health and Social Care, GCSE PE, Spanish

