
SPaG Paragraphing
Activity 1

• Read through the paragraph.
• Consider how to organise the text into effective paragraphs.
• Make annotations to show how you make decisions about paragraphs, eg. ‘Emphasise 

this part of the text’.

Activity 2
Highlight the parts of the text that you think are most important.

Is there any important information that you think is missing? Why do you think the author 
has withheld this information?

It was just past midnight and the entire city, or so it seemed, was sleeping soundly 
when I first heard it. The entire city, except me. What began as a low whirring, or 
perhaps a dull hum, grew louder by each second, until it reached a deafening 
crescendo. Then it just stopped. Glued to the spot, I looked around expecting 
the streets around me to begin to fill with the sounds of abruptly awoken, fearful 
residents running into the streets to find the source of the ear-splitting siren. 
But nobody came. Mouth agape, I looked around in panic for the source of the 
tumultuous sound, only to be met by the same darkness and silence as before. 
This time though, it felt different; the darkness was staring back at me. Within mere 
seconds I felt whatever it was, this malevolent presence, lurking behind me and 
without a second thought I began to run. The freezing night air rushed past me as 
I bolted down the street ahead, my hair vehemently whipping around my neck. My 
legs were beginning to burn, screaming for me to stop, or even slow down, but I 
knew that I couldn’t. There was no time to waste. I had to get away, I had to escape 
its clutches. In a bid to lose its trace on me, I told myself that I would turn the next 
corner at the very last minute. Lost in my racing thoughts and panic, I didn’t see the 
crack in the pavement in front of me. I didn’t have time to react. Behind me, I heard a 
low, menacing laugh erupt through the night air as I began to fall. There was nothing 
I could do to stop it. 
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SPaG Paragraphing Answers
Activity 1:
Annotations are specifically linked to structural terminology relevant to AQA GCSE 
English Language Paper 1 Question on structure

It was just past midnight and the entire city, or so it seemed, was sleeping soundly when 
I first heard it. The entire city, except me. What began as a low whirring, or perhaps a dull 
hum, grew louder by each second, until it reached a deafening crescendo. Then it just 
stopped.

NP for change of focus Glued to the spot, I looked around expecting the streets around me 
to begin to fill with the sounds of abruptly awoken, fearful residents running into the streets 
to find the source of the ear-splitting siren. But nobody came. Mouth agape, I looked around 
in panic for the source of the tumultuous sound, only to be met by the same darkness and 
silence as before.

NP for contrast in atmosphere This time though, it felt different; the darkness was staring 
back at me. Within mere seconds I felt whatever it was, this malevolent presence, lurking 
behind me and without a second thought I began to run. 

NP for change in pace The freezing night air rushed past me as I bolted down the street 
ahead, my hair vehemently whipping around my neck. My legs were beginning to burn, 
screaming for me to stop, or even slow down, but I knew that I couldn’t. There was no time 
to waste. I had to get away, I had to escape its clutches. In a bid to lose its trace on me, I told 
myself that I would turn the next corner at the very last minute. Lost in my racing thoughts 
and panic, I didn’t see the crack in the pavement in front of me. I didn’t have time to react. 
Behind me, I heard a low, menacing laugh erupt through the night air as I began to fall.  

NP for dramatic effect to create tension There was nothing I could do to stop it. 

Activity 2:  
The author withholds three key pieces of information from the extract: specific location, the 
identity of the narrator and the identity of the ‘presence.’ Withholding key information such 
as this adds to the sense of mystery around the event and heightens the tension, adding to 
the sense of confusion and fear. The reader is left feeling uneasy and is still left with many 
questions by the end of the extract, which hooks them into the action.
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