
SPaG Using Paragraphs
Activity

• Read through the paragraph below.
• Consider how to organise the text into effective paragraphs.
• With a different coloured pen insert two forward slashes // to indicate where you would 

start a new paragraph.
• Make annotations to indicate how you made decisions about paragraphs.
• Use the helpful tips to remind you of the reasons why new paragraphs are started  

in writing.

Helpful tips for starting a new paragraph:
• Moving to a different time
• Moving to a new location
• Shift in focus to a new topic
• Shift in focus to a new character
• Introducing a new idea/new action
• Use of dialogue
• A change in which character is speaking
• A turning point in the narrative
• Creating specific moments of tension (could be a one sentence paragraph)
• Zooming in/Zooming out on detail

‘Spare any change?’ Dan barely noticed the bloke at his feet 
as he made his way into the newsagents on Maccies Road. He 
was late for a party and was fumbling for his phone to find 
the right address when he felt a hand tug at his trouser leg. 
Involuntarily he recoiled. ‘What on earth do you think you’re 
doing?’ The man was probably about his own age - late teens, 
at a guess. His face was covered in a stubble and he had long, 
lanky hair poking out from beneath a grubby beanie hat. 
He was dressed in old jeans and a dark hoody and Dan was 
pretty sure that the sickly-sweet reek which had just reached 
his nostrils was emanating from him. He backed off hurriedly. 
‘Can you spare any change, mate?’ The homeless man’s voice 
was cracked and gruff. It sounded older than he looked. Dan 
slipped his phone into his pocket, partly to keep it out of sight 
and partly to make sure that his wallet was still firmly intact. 
He felt the reassuring bulge of leather stuffed with notes and 
cards. ‘Sorry mate. I’ve got nothing on me.’  He stepped into 
the shop quickly and picked up the drink he needed to take 
to the party. While he was handing his crisp twenty to the girl 
behind the counter, he noticed some snacks on special offer. 
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‘Better get some of those too.’ She handed him his change 
and he swung out of the shop, whistling. As he pulled the 
door closed, a packet of Zingy Bites went tumbling out his 
grasp and landed on the pavement. A grubby hand picked 
them up and handed them over. ‘Here you go, mate.’ ‘Thanks.’ 
Dan took the packet awkwardly balancing it with his cans 
and wallet which he hadn’t yet rammed into his pocket. He’d 
forgotten the homeless guy. ‘No problem, enjoy your night.’ 
‘Right,’ Dan coughed. ‘Er...you too.’
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